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Native Oyster Abundance

Oysters join blue crabs as one of the most valuable species in the Chesapeake Bay. These bivalves have an incredible ability to filter water, which increases water clarity. It has been estimated that at their historic population peak, oysters filtered all of the Bay’s water in less than one week; it takes about one year for the current population to do so.

Oysters have also constituted one of the Bay’s most valuable commercial fisheries for more than a century. But historic overharvesting, pollution and the diseases Dermo and MSX have caused a severe decline in oyster numbers.  
The goal for the Bay was to achieve at least a tenfold increase in native oysters in the Chesapeake Bay by 2010, based on 1994 levels, which would equal 31.6 billion grams of oyster biomass. Based on data from 2008, there are 3.24 billion grams of oyster biomass, or about 10 percent of the goal. 
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Source of Data: Virginia Institute of Marine Science and Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Source: Chesapeake Bay Program
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