
Grass cerith 
What are they?  
The grass cerith is a very small snail. It is a kind of 
gastropod. Gastropods are animals that almost always have 
a single shell and a very strong foot. In fact, the name 
gastropod means “stomach foot.”  

What do they look like?  
Grass ceriths are about the size of a caraway seed (less 
than 1/8 inch long). They have coiling shells that can vary in 
color from light to dark brown. These shells are covered with 
a criss-cross pattern. Older grass ceriths are often covered 
with a kind of snail fur. Actually, this furry covering is made 
up of plant-like animals called hydroids.  

Where can you find them? 
Grass ceriths are the most common snails found in the 
Chesapeake’s sea grass meadows and weedbeds. They 
particularly like eelgrass. Great numbers of these tiny snails 
can be found on its leaves.  

How do they behave? 
Grass ceriths use their strong foot to move about their environment. They use it to crawl over and hold on to eelgrass leaves. You can 
often find them in large groups, or colonies. 

What do they eat?  
Scientists consider these tiny snails to be very important to the ecosystems where they live. They are grazers, eating small algae, and 
dead or decaying plants and animals. In doing so, they help the eelgrass grow. The algae and dead materials make it difficult for the 
eelgrass to get enough light to create their own food. By keeping the eelgrass “clean,” grass ceriths help the eelgrass survive and grow.  

Grass ceriths eat by licking the leaf surface with their tongues.  

What eats them?  
Ducks and blue crabs eat these tiny snails.  

Creature Feature 
Grass ceriths like to live in quiet waters. Research has shown that more ceriths live in seagrass meadows where they are protected 
from the ripples caused by waves and boats. In fact, the huge wave action brought about by hurricanes and large storms often kills 
entire colonies of these tiny snails. 
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